
Blinken calls on Israel for 'extended 
pauses' in Gaza war
BRUSSELS, Belgium 
(AFP) — US top diplomat 
Antony Blinken called 
Wednesday on Israel to 
implement "real and ex-
tended pauses" in fight-
ing in Gaza to allow for 
aid deliveries, as a US-
imposed deadline to im-
prove conditions in the 
territory expired.

Blinken said Israel 
had taken multiple 
steps to address the hu-
manitarian crisis ahead 
of the deadline set by 
outgoing President Joe 
Biden's administration 
— but that more was 
needed.

"We need to see real 
and extended pauses 
in large areas of Gaza, 
pauses in any fighting, 
any combat, so that the 
assistance can effec-
tively get to people who 
need it," Blinken told re-
porters during a visit to 
Brussels.

Gaza has been in the 
grips of a dire humani-
tarian crisis since Israel 
launched a sweeping as-
sault on the territory fol-
lowing Hamas's unprec-
edented surprise attack 
on October 7, 2023.

Last month, Blinken 
and Pentagon chief 
Lloyd Austin sent a let-

ter to Israel setting a 
November 13 deadline 
to comply with US law 
on permitting humani-
tarian assistance, or risk 
a cut to military aid.

"The intent was to in-

ject a sense of urgency 
with Israel to take nec-
essary steps to address 
the dire humanitarian 
situation," Blinken said 
on Wednesday.

Israel has since moved 

to implement 12 of the 
15 steps the US urged 
action on, but "three big 
issues" still needed to be 
addressed.
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ESCALATION

AMMAN (JT) — Depu-
tising for His Majesty 
King Abdullah, the Su-
preme Commander of 
the Jordan Armed Forc-
es-Arab Army (JAF), 
HRH Crown Prince 
Hussein on Wednesday 
attended the graduation 
ceremony of the fifth 
class of Future Knights 
(Forsan Al Mustaqbal) 
officers, held at the Roy-
al Military College.

At the ceremony, at-

tended by HRH Prince 
Feisal and Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef 
Huneiti, Crown Prince 
Hussein inspected the 
ranks of graduates, ac-
cording to a Royal Court 
statement.

Speaking at the cer-
emony, the Royal Mili-
tary College’s comman-
dant said graduates 
have learned military 
sciences and martial 

arts that qualify them 
to succeed in military 
service.

Addressing the grad-
uates of the Silver Jubi-
lee class of the college, 
which marks its 75th 
anniversary next year, 
the commandant said 
they are the leaders of 
the future who protect 
the homeland, the state-
ment said.
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RACE

TEHRAN (AFP) — In-
ternational Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) 
chief Rafael Grossi is 
set to visit Tehran on 
Wednesday for cru-
cial talks on Iran's 
nuclear programme, 
warning just ahead 
of his trip that room 
for manoeuvre is nar-
rowing.

His visit comes 
only two days after 
the defence minister 
of Iran's nemesis Is-
rael warned the Is-
lamic republic was 
"more exposed than 
ever to strikes on its 
nuclear facilities".

Israel has long ac-
cused Iran of seeking 
to acquire nuclear 
weapons, a claim Te-
hran denies.

The two countries 
have traded mis-
sile strikes this year, 
as tensions soar 
over Israel's war on 
Iran's allies, Hamas 
in Gaza and Hizbol-
lah in Lebanon.

The strikes have 
brought to the sur-
face their years-long 
shadow war and 
fuelled fears of a 
wider Middle East 
conflict.

"The margins for 
manoeuvre are begin-
ning to shrink," Gros-
si said in an interview 
with AFP ahead of his 
visit, adding that "it 
is imperative to find 
ways to reach diplo-
matic solutions".

While the IAEA is 
allowed to carry out 
inspections in Iran, 
Grossi stressed the 
need for "more vis-
ibility" into Iran's 
nuclear programme, 
given its scale and 
ambition.
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Lebanon says Israel strikes Hizbollah bastion in south Beirut
BEIRUT, Lebanon (AFP) 
— Lebanese state media 
reported on Wednesday 
a third wave of Israeli 
raids on Hizbollah's 
south Beirut bastion 
in 24 hours, while the 
health ministry said an-
other strike south of the 
capital killed eight peo-
ple.

"Enemy aircraft tar-
geted Beirut's southern 
suburbs," the official 
National News Agency 
(NNA) said, reporting six 

strikes.
AFPTV footage showed 

plumes of black smoke 
rising over the area fol-
lowing the strikes, about 
an hour after Israel's 
army issued evacuation 
warnings.

People hastily drove 
away from the area fol-
lowing the evacuation 
calls, with residents fir-
ing gunshots in the air 
to warn civilians to flee, 
an AFP photographer 
said.

Earlier on Wednes-
day, an Israeli strike on 
hit Aramoun, a densely-
packed area south of 
Beirut which is located 
outside Hizbollah's tra-
ditional strongholds.

The health ministry 
said that eight people 
had been killed in the 
strike.

"Body parts were re-
covered from the site 
and their identities are 
being verified," it added, 
after the NNA said the 

strike targeted a resi-
dential apartment at 
dawn.

An AFP photographer 
saw rescuers pulling 
bodies out of the rubble 
in Aramoun, where the 
four-storey building had 
partially collapsed.

The lateststrikes came 
on the day that Israel's 
new defence minister 
told senior military com-
manders there would be 
no easing-up in the war 
against Hizbollah as he 

toured the northern bor-
der with Lebanon.

"We will make no 
ceasefires, we will not 
take our foot off the 
pedal, and we will not 
allow any arrangement 
that does not include the 
achievement of our war 
objectives," Israel Katz 
said on his first visit to 
the border region since 
his appointment last 
week.
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Deputising for His Majesty King Abdullah, the Supreme Commander of the Jordan Armed 
Forces-Arab Army, HRH Crown Prince Hussein attends on Wednesday the graduation ceremony 
of the fifth class of Future Knights (Forsan Al Mustaqbal) officers, held at the Royal Military 
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Palestinians carry bodies after an Israeli strike in Beit Lahia, northern Gaza Strip, on Wednesday

AFP photo

A man checks the destruction at the site of an Israeli air strike 
targeting a neighbourhood in southern Beirut on Wednesday

King says attracting foreign investment 
a priority for Jordan's economy

AMMAN (JT) — His Maj-
esty King Abdullah on 
Wednesday said that at-

tracting foreign invest-
ments isa priority for the 
Jordanian economy, and 

that the Kingdom is keen 
to facilitate business 
operations for investors 

and their projects.

Continued on page 5

Q His Majesty says Jordan will continue implementing administrative modernisation plans to improve business environment, attract investments

Q King indicates that Economic Modernisation Vision builds on Kingdom's strengths, advantages, part of endeavour to boost economic growth, create job 
opportunities

Q Investors speak about their investments’ success stories in Jordan, underline their keenness to capitalise on future investment opportunities

KBW Investments, (KSA): 

Founded in 2013 by HRH Prince Khaled 
bin Alwaleed, is a private firm with a 
diverse portfolio in technology, finance, 
real estate, and construction. 
KBW currently invests in LED street 
lighting, mobility, and government 
archiving in Jordan with plans to expand in 
digital transformation, energy, healthcare 
and beyond. 

Meridiam, (France):  

Has a 32% share in Airport International 
Group (AIG), the operator of Queen Alia 
International Airport, through a $200 
million investment.
The consortium led by Meridiam is the 
preferred bidder for the Water Desalina-
tion and Conveyance project. 

A $3 billion fund, focused on strategic 
investments in Jordan. 
Key projects include a $400 million 
healthcare facility, and a stake in 
OpenSooq.com. 
Other investments are in the pipeline.

Airport International 
Group (AIG), (France): 

Developing and managing QAIA under a 
BOT agreement since 2007, extended to 
2039. This partnership was identified as 
one of the most successful PPP projects in 
the region. It Improved passenger 
experience, created jobs, and bolstered 
Jordan’s position as a regional aviation hub.
AIG is planning the expansion of QAIA. 

Amazon, (USA) 

Currently employs over 2,000 Jordanians, 
with plans to surpass 3,000 by 2025. 
Expanding technical and customer 
support operations to serve the Middle 
East and Europe thus strengthening 
Jordan as a regional hub.

Korea Electric Power 
Corporation, (Korea): 

Is a key investor in Jordan’s energy sector, 
with investment stands at $1.2B.
Has a green hydrogen project that is 
expected to add $3B in investments.

A.P. Moller, (Denmark): 

Operates the Aqaba Container Terminal 
(ACT). 

Kuwait’s Privatization 
Holding Company, (Kuwait): 

Invested in Jordan’s energy, hospitality 
and manufacturing sectors. 
Holds 30% share in Kingdom Electricity 
Company (KEC). 
Operates home appliance factories. 

Jin Cheng Global 
Ceramics, (China): 

Specializes in high-quality ceramic 
products with a global reach. 
Invested $100M in Qatraneh plant in 
Jordan, producing tiles and expanding into 
multiple product lines with focus on export. 
Employs 300 locals and targeting to 
expand to 800. 

The Saudi Jordanian Investment 
Fund (SJIF), (KSA): 
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His Majesty King Abdullah on Wednesday says during a meeting with investors, attended by HRH Crown Prince Hussein, that 
attracting foreign investments is a priority for the Jordanian economy, and that the Kingdom is keen to facilitate business 
operations for investors and their projects
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