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Army thwarts drug smuggling 
attempt from Syria using 2 drones

AMMAN (JT) — The Eastern Military Zone 
on Tuesday thwarted an attempt to smuggle 
drugs from Syria using two drones. An offi-
cial military source at the General Command 
of the Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army (JAF) 
said that the Border Guards, in coordination 
with the Anti-Narcotics Department, spotted 
the two drones while trying to cross the bor-
der illegally, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported. The source added that the drones 
were laden with crystal meth, and they were 
referred to the concerned authorities. The 
source added that the army will show zero 
tolerance towards any threats to national se-
curity.

Army chief meets with Chair 
of NATO Military Committee 

AMMAN (JT) — Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef Huneiti on Tuesday 
met with Chair of the NATO Military Com-
mittee Adm. Rob Bauer and an accompany-
ing delegation at the General Command of the 
Jordan Armed Forces Arab Army (JAF). Hu-
neiti and Bauer discussed aspects of coopera-
tion and coordination in operational, training 
and logistical fields, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported. The army chief highlighted 
the importance of coordinating with NATO 
to address various challenges, including food 
security. Bauer commended the JAF's efforts 
and Jordan's key role in maintaining regional 
security and stability.

Justice minister, EU ambassador 
discuss strengthening cooperation

AMMAN (JT) — Justice Minister Ahmad Zia-
dat and EU Ambassador to Jordan Pierre-
Christophe Chatzisavas on Tuesday discussed 
ways to strengthen cooperation. The two sides 
discussed the progress of the Support to Rule 
of Law Project funded by the EU, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, reported. The minister 
praised the "deep-rooted" Jordanian-EU rela-
tions, commending the EU's role in support-
ing the Kingdom's justice sector. For his part, 
Chatzisavas stressed the close cooperation 
between the ministry and the EU that aims to 
support the rule of law in the Kingdom.

Water minister visits 
Jordan Water Company 

AMMAN (JT) — Water Minister Raed Abu 
Soud on Tuesday paid an unannounced visit 
to the Jordan Water Company (Miyahuna) and 
stressed the importance of bolstering the pre-
paredness level and embarking on developing 
an action plan for the 2024 summer. Abu Soud 
also called for sustaining water and sanita-
tion services to company subscribers in gov-
ernorates, according to a ministry statement. 
The minister also said that a just distribution 
of water to subscribers will ensure adequate 
water supply and reduce complaints. Miyahu-
na CEO Muhammad Ouran said that the com-
pany is devoted to distributing water in a fair 
manner among all subscribers.

Annual Al Hassan Sabilah 
for Youth programme launched
 
AMMAN (JT) — Under the patronage of 
HRH Prince Hassan, activities of the Al Has-
san Sabilah for Youth 2023 programme were 
launched on Tuesday at the Hussein Youth 
City. The Sabilah programme, titled "The True 
Adventure of the Future Generation", has been 
an annual endeavour of the Prince Hassan 
Youth Award Office since 1991, following the 
directives of Prince Hassan, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported. According to a state-
ment from the Award Office, Sabilah's activi-
ties focus on exploring Jordan's environment 
and its relationship with rural, Bedouin and 
urban communities. This initiative is based 
on three key components: Providing public 
service and promoting social interaction, em-
barking on adventurous nature exploration 
within Jordan and contributing to scientific 
research, environmental projects, and field 
studies and surveys.

First International 
Conference on AI kicks off 

AMMAN (JT) — On behalf of HRH Princess 
Rajwa Bint Ali, HH Princess Sima Mohammed 
Abbas bin Ali on Tuesday attended the open-
ing of the First International Conference on 
Artificial Intelligence and Future Technolo-
gies. The event was attended by Minister of 
Digital Economy and Entrepreneurship Ah-
mad Hanandeh and Minister of Youth Mo-
hammad Nablusi, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. Shareefah Badour bint 
Abdulilah, president of the conference, said 
the main objective of the conference is to dis-
cuss the benefits and challenges of artificial 
intelligence and future technologies. She not-
ed the event will include dialogue sessions led 
by both Jordanian and international experts 
in the fields of AI and higher education.

AT A GLANCE

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation

Born in Jordan in 
1957,  Abu Soud previ-
ously served as minister 
of water and irrigation 
in April 2005, after be-
ing a public works and 
housing minister be-
tween October 2004 and 
April 2005. Abu Soud 
holds a bachelor's de-
gree in civil engineering 
and building adminis-

tration from the Univer-
sity of  Miami, Florida.

Minister of Transport

Tahtamouni served 
as the secretary gen-
eral of the Ministry of 
Transport from 2019 
to 2023. Prior to that, 
she worked as the di-
rector of Studies De-
partments at the Land 
Transport Regulatory 
Authority.

Minister of Political and 
Parliamentary Affairs

Khraisha holds a bach-
elor's degree in civil 
engineering. He served 
as the minister of youth 
from 2017 to 2018. He 
served as an engineer in 
the Ministry of Munici-
pal Affairs. He also held 
positions such as mayor 
of Sahab Municipality, 
director of Municipal 
Affairs for Amman, and 

member in several char-
itable associations.

Minister of Government 
Communications

Mubaidin holds a PhD 
in modern Arab history 
from the University of 
Jordan, and a master's 
degree in modern Islam-
ic history from Al al-Bayt 
University.  He served as 
Dean of Student Affairs 
at the University of Jor-
dan, spokesperson for 
the Royal Committee for 
the Modernisation of the 
Political System, direc-

tor general of the Royal 
Hashemite Documenta-
tion Centre.

Minister of Labour

Rawabdeh, born in 1963 
in Irbid, holds a bachelor's 
degree in political sci-
ence and sociology from 
the University of Jordan. 
She held various positions 
such as director general of 
the Social Security Corpo-
ration, chairperson of the 
board of directors of the 
Yarmouk Water Company, 
chairperson of the board of 
directors of the Wadi Araba 
Development Company 

and has been a member of 
several boards of directors, 
including the Social Secu-
rity Investment Fund, the 
Electricity Company, the 
Jordan Post Company.
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UN Resident Coordinator Office announces ‘Writing, Drawing, 
and Photography Competition’ to spark SDG insights

AMMAN (JT) — The 
United Nations Resident 
Coordinator Office in 
Jordan has announced 
the "Writing, Drawing, 
and Photography Com-
petition" as part of the 
#17Goals campaign. 
This competition aims to 
encourage young minds 
to express their opinions 
on Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), with 
a focus on education, cli-
mate action, food secu-
rity, and water, accord-
ing to the UN Jordan 
website. 
The competition serves 
as a platform for youth 
in the age category of 15 
to 18 in Jordan to show-
case their talents and 
opinions through sto-
rytelling, artwork and 
photography. Through 
participation, young in-
dividuals will get the 
opportunity to reflect 
on the challenges their 
society faces, envision 
sustainable solutions 
and contribute to posi-

tive change.
The office stated this 
competition is open to 
young individuals in 
the 15-18 age categories 
in Jordan. Entries shall 
cover one of four themes: 

Education, climate ac-
tion, food security and 
water.
Participants are encour-
aged to explore the fol-
lowing questions when 
preparing their entries:

What are the challenges 
facing [education, cli-
mate action, food se-
curity, and/or water] in 
Jordan, and what can be 
done to address them?
What role can individu-
als play in solving these 
issues?
How do individual or 
group actions impact ed-
ucation, climate action, 
food security or water 
security in Jordan?
How will implementing 
the SDGs improve re-
source consumption and 
resource use behaviors?
Participants should se-
lect one or more of the 
provided themes for 
their stories, drawings, 
or photographs and con-
nect them to one or more 
SDGs. 
All entries must be sub-
mitted to RCS-Jordan-
Comsteam@un.org by no 
later than October 21. 
Full guidance to the 
competition is available 
on the UN Jordan web-
site.

AMMAN (JT) — Min-
ister of Planning and 
International Coop-
eration Minister Zeina 
Toukan has participat-
ed in the eighth meet-
ing of the Board of 
Governors of the Asian 
Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AIIB) in her 
capacity as Jordan's 
governor at AIIB.

The participat-
ing governors held a 
roundtable meeting 
that focused on dis-
cussing the needs of 
member states, as well 
as the required role of 
multilateral develop-
ment banks in provid-
ing funds and innova-
tive tools, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
reported on Tuesday.

During the meeting, 
hosted in Sharm El 
Shiekh, Touqan said 
that the meeting is be-
ing held at an impor-
tant time, and stressed 
the importance of in-

creasing the role of 
multilateral banks and 
coordination among 
them for the optimal 
use of resources.   

On the sidelines of 
the meeting, the min-
ister and the AIIB 
vice president for in-
vestment operations 
signed an additional 
funding agreement 
worth $200 million for 
the results-based pro-
gramme on inclusive 
and climate-respon-
sive investments in 
Jordan.

Toukan commended 
the bank's financing to 
Jordan for its impor-
tance in supporting the 
budget and implement-
ing priority reforms in 
line with the Economic 
Modernisation Vision 
that aims to enhance 
the investment and 
business environment 
and green transforma-
tion through a range of 
procedures.

Toukan attends AIIB Board 
of Governors meeting

King inaugurates Olivewood Film Studios
AMMAN (JT) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
on Tuesday inaugurated 
Olivewood Film Studios, 
Jordan’s first special-
ised studio complex for 
filmmaking, on the 20th 
anniversary of the Royal 
Film Commission (RFC).

King Abdullah toured 
the studios, which were 
built on an area of 47 
dunums in Mugabalein 
area and include two 
sound stages with an 
area of 1,500 square me-
tres each, a workshop 
for carpentry, ironwork, 
wardrobe, and graphics, 
as well as administra-
tive offices, and sup-
porting facilities and 
production offices, ac-
cording to a Royal Court 
statement.

During the tour — on 
which His Majesty was 
accompanied by Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hussein, Prince 
Ali and Princess Rym Ali 
— the King stopped at a 
location of a television 
series shoot and spoke 
with a number of Jorda-
nian filmmakers there.

His Majesty also at-
tended a ceremony held 
by the RFC to mark its 
20th anniversary.

Speaking at the cer-
emony, Prince Ali, chair-
man of the RFC’s Board 
of Commissioners, not-
ed the commission’s role 
in transforming Jordan 
into a regional film-
making hub, with the 
support of public and 
military institutions, in 
line with His Majesty’s 
vision.

His Royal Highness 

added that several fac-
tors collectively con-
tributed to qualifying 
Jordan to become a ma-
jor international filming 
destination, namely its 
diverse landscapes, the 
provision of technical 
and logistical support 
by the RFC, and the pool 
of Jordanian talent.

Also speaking at the 
ceremony, RFC Manag-
ing Director Mohannad 
Al Bakri highlighted the 

commission’s achieve-
ments over the past two 
decades, including the 
production of 31 Jorda-
nian films and six oth-
ers with international 
partners, as well as fa-
cilitating the production 
of 112 foreign films and 
29 international series 
in Jordan, on which 
Jordanians worked 
alongside some of the 
world’s most renowned 
filmmakers.

Spending on the film 
industry in Jordan has 
reached $519 million 
(about JD368 million), 
according to Bakri, who 
noted that investing in 
the film sector is in line 
with Jordan’s Economic 
Modernisation Vision 
(EMV), adding that the 
RFC’s Jordan Film Fund 
has provided support 
for more than 150 fea-
ture-length and short 
films.

Bakri added that the 
RFC facilitated employ-
ment opportunities for 
about 134,000 people 
on various productions 
in Jordan, and engaged 
more than 5,695 train-
ees in educational pro-
grammes related to 
filmmaking around the 
Kingdom.

 For his part, Olive-
wood Film Studios 
Chairman Raja Gargour 
said the establishment 

of the studios is in line 
with the goals of the 
EMV under the creative 
industries sector, add-
ing that they are the 
first filmmaking facili-
ties of their kind in the 
Kingdom that are up to 
international standards.

Gargour added that 
work is underway to set 
up a 67-dunum backlot 
for outdoor filming in 
Madaba Governorate’s 
Manja area.

His Majesty attends ceremony marking 20th anniversary of Royal Film Commission
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